News and Comment by unknown
NEWS AND COMMENT
EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF PERMANENT OFFICERS
FREDERICK NOYES SPERRY. The Board of Permanent Officers records
with regret the death on September 7, 1950 of Frederick Noyes Sperry,
M.D., Clinical Professor of Otolaryngology Emeritus and Consulting
Surgeon (Otolaryngologist) to the New Haven Hospital.
At his retirement in 1942 at the age of sixty-eight there was spread on
the Minutes of the Board an account of his associations with the faculty of
the School of Medicine, the New Haven Hospital and the New Haven
Dispensary over some forty-eight years. Save for one year of a rotating
internship in the hospital immediately subsequent to his graduation from
the Yale School of Medicine in 1894, he specialized in the care of patients
in the hospital and dispensary. Of the last he was a member of the Board
of Directors, Secretary of the Corporation, and Administrator for some
years, up to the time the New Haven Hospital assumed this responsibility.
Dr. Sperry's contributions were not, however, limited to these activities.
He remained throughout his lifetime a loyal alumnus of both the School
and the Hospital under circumstances which were many times sorely trying.
For the former he instituted and maintained the Yale Alumni in Medicine
allotment for financial aid to needy students and for the latter, through his
personal contact with Mr. Fitkin, he took the initial steps in obtaining the
monies for the construction of the Fitkin wards and endowment for the
support of beds there for children.
In his later years Dr. Sperry was particularly concerned with the organ-
ization and development of relief for the "hard of hearing," and not only
contributed his professional services but undertook to arouse public interest
and support of this endeavor.
While not a prolific contributor to the literature of his specialty, he was
recognized at the national level as an able practitioner of his specialty.
Evidence of this was his membership in the American College of Surgeons,
the American Academy of Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology, and the
American Rhino-Otological Society, while at the local level he was an
active member of the city, county, and state societies.
SAMUEL C. HARVEY
LEWIS THORNE. The medical world and our own medical community
were deeply shocked and grieved by the death of Dr. Lewis Thorne. On
October 8, 1950 Dr. Thorne was killed by the bullets of a former paranoid
patient. His wife, Helen, was seriously injured.
Lewis Thorne graduated from Yale College and from our Medical School
(1936). From 1939 to 1950 he worked in the Division of Student Mental
Hygiene of the Department of University Health. From 1941 to 1946 he
was a medical officer in the Army of the United States. He served in the
European theatre as a Lieutenant-Colonel and was distinguished with the
Bronze Star for outstanding courage before the enemy.
Dr. Thorne was a kind, gentle man, one of the rare people who had onlyYALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
friends. While at Yale he helped countless students with their psychological
problems. As an Assistant Clinical Professor he taught medical students in
the Department of Psychiatry.
. . . Modern psychiatry has become permissive and humane. Patients
are no longer kept in chains and dungeons but are given considerable free-
dom and tolerant treatment. It is inevitable that at times in an atmosphere
of permissiveness, tolerance, and lack of suspicion, dangerous patients hiding
their anti-social impulses will do harm. Dr. Thorne's death was the toll for
such a spirit of permissiveness. His death has stimulated new research about
anti-social patients in mental hospitals and in the community. We will
remember our friend and colleague Lewis Thorne.
FREDRICK C. REDLICH
HARLAN B. PERRINS. The Board of Permanent Officers of the Yale
University School of Medicine records its deep regret in the death of
Harlan B. Perrins, Associate Clinical Professor of Obstetrics and Gyne-
cology. Dr. Perrins received his bachelor's degree at Yale in 1916 and his
doctorate in medicine in 1918. He served as lieutenant in the United States
Navy until 1919 and then entered residency training in obstetrics and
gynecology at the Brooklyn Methodist Episcopal Hospital and the New
York Lying-in Hospital. He began private practice in his specialty in New
Haven in 1921.
Dr. Perrins was appointed Associate Clinical Professor at the School of
Medicine in 1936, a position which he filled with high satisfaction and fine
devotion to the best interests of the school. As Chief of the Obstetrical and
Gynecological service at the Grace Unit of the Grace-New Haven Commun-
ity Hospital since 1935 he had deep interest in developing a residency train-
ing program which has enjoyed a wide reputation for its excellence. In
recent years he was active in planning and organization of the Grace-New
Haven Community Hospital now under construction. Here he visualized an
integration of a post-doctorate training program with the University
Service which would be of great mutual interest. During the past year the
beginning of such combined effort was put into practice under his co-
operation and guidance. He is remembered by his colleagues at the School
of Medicine as a distinguished alumnus, a skillful physician, and a cherished
friend.
HERBERT THOMS
ALUMNI EDITION OF THE JOURNAL
Beginning with the February, 1951, number of the Journal, a special
alumni edition will be published as well as the regular edition. This is the
result of an arrangement between the Journal and the Association of Yale
Alumni in Medicine whereby the Association will include a subscription to
the Journal in its annual dues of six dollars.
The alumni edition will consist of the regular edition plus approximately
six unnumbered pages of alumni notes and news about the School. The new
edition will be sent only to members of the Association who have paid their
dues; all other subscribers will continue to receive the regular edition.
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